A  SCHOOLBOY S  CARE
Only think of Fox's want of judgement to bring himself and his
friends into such a scrape as he has done, by maintaining a doctrine
of higher Tory principles than could have been found since Sir
Robert Sawyer's speeches! . . . Fox found that by what he had
said before, he had offended so many people, that he was obliged
to take the first moment of explaining it away. After this re-
cantation was over the day was closed by such a blunder of
Sheridan's as I never knew any man of the meanest talent guilty
of before.
Sheridan's blunder was to warn the House of ' the danger of
provoking the Prince to assert his right!' As a matter of fact
Loughborough [Wedderburn of old] even urged the Prince to
attempt a coup d'etat, assuring him that he would be within his
rights to take such drastic action.
Pitt went blithely on with his plans. He was not averse to a
regency, but he was resolutely determined that the Regent should
not only derive his authority from, but that his powers should be
definitely circumscribed by, Parliament. In the Lords Thurlow
supported him, speaking with his tongue in his cheek; for he
had been in touch with Sheridan and was prepared to go over to
the Opposition provided that he was allowed to retain the Wool-
sack. Nevertheless, his speech in defence of Pitt's plan was a
fighting one, which carried considerable weight among the peers.
It closed dramatically with the words:
When I forget my sovereign may God forget me!
Wilkes who had gone to the upper House to listen to the debate
said in a whisper which carried over the chamber:
God forget you!   He will see you damned first!
And Pitt, who was only too painfully aware of the part which
Thurlow had recently pkyed with the Opposition, left the House
murmuring:
Oh, what a rascal!   What a rascal!   What a rascal!
When Speaker Cornwall died on January 2nd, 1789, the
Opposition believed that Pitt was checkmated. The new Speaker
could only be confirmed in his office by the King—or his Regent;
and until he was confirmed the House of Commons would have
no legal standing. But Pitt reminded the 'House that at the

